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iftgMiftAJQXM FOR: Deputy t tractor for Intelligence 

Joint Staff 


smJisCT; 


Agricultural hstiaetes oa the Sine ooviet 
Mm 


**WBW«s Iteao to DCI tram mi , JS, WSt* 12-55# dated 

9 Jtey 1955 


1> I *&**■• fully your evaluation of the importance of 
providing timely and full intelligence <m the Sim© -Soviet 
Sloe food supply situation and agricultural outlook. Develop - 
n^ts in this field are extremely fei&aif ie&at is estimating 
economic growth capabilities with!* the Sins- Soviet Bloc, 
the g eneral problem was & subject «f discussion at the lational 
Seewrity Council nesting of 12 Hiy. 

2. Among the ecooomie intelligence reports issued by JtA, 
there are two types published such y ear which relate to crop 
conditions ia the oi&»-£>ort*t Sloe. Hear the end of the crop 
season, a quell native report, is the form of as Intelligence 
Mejfaorandua, is issued sod gives the general agricultural out- 
look for the year 4u*t ending. Burly is the following year, a 
detailed quantitative estimate oa the previous year's food 
production follow* Two recant reports — £IA/m ?3, 1 953 -gft 
Food aituatloa in the v-ovist Blix, sad CU/Rft ffl-34, 3©et of 
selecte d Worke r Piet s in the &!£ , l?b8-S3 — give very useful 
b^hgrousd information m the ^mrai 1 ViAJeat . I understand 
that these reports, as well as ell latedUigeace Memoranda 
relating to the agricultural situation, have been distributed 
to your office. Is addition, current aspects of agricultural 
development* have been discussed in aouoranda of the cat 
series which are prepared primarily far internal us*. Al- 
though the cm aeries la not considered finished intelligence, 
selected CdM*s have been entered In the enclosed listing, and 
we shell 1 be pleased to fumleh you with copies of these in- 
formal notes if you so desire. 


1 25 


JCS review(s) completed. 
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3* Oar agricultural *»al.v st* mk* xottxMXj ■s r ppmiml&, 
tee um4 m weather d*W, ' developing wop condition* So the 
Siao-Soviet Bloc. Thee* «re not publl shed out, Mr- I&etoa of 
year office i« already awo of their nature, suad wo ah&ll 
tee Met happy to brief your rmpn— aft linn oa an iafomai 
teoeia regnrdias these ajipr&isele la order that you any be 


oat Look is the Jiao- Soviet Bloc m derived from the data. 


ALL® V, KLLC9 

Direc aar 



CONCUR: 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director, Central Intelligence Agency 
Subjects Agricultural Outlook in the Sino-Soviet Bloc 


1. For some time there has been an increasing Interest 
here as elsewhere in the Intelligence Community in the agri- 
cultural outlook for the countries of the Sino-Soviet Bloc. 

2. The effect of agricultural success or failure is a 
major factor in the economic decisions of a nation. If we 
could predict the supply of food in the Sino-Soviet Bloc, it 
is possible that our policy makers could be provided with 
intelligence of a very useful nature. 

3. Because of their critical importance, I believe we 
should continue to watch closely Sino-Soviet agricultural 
developments. In this respect, I would like in particular 
to obtain from the Central Intelligence Agency continuing 
seasonal estimates of the crop outlook of the Sino-Soviet 
Bloc countries. A member of ay Staff has informally discussed 

25X1 *he Problem with | of the Central Intelligence 

Agency who assured him that this is feasible. 

4. Your help in this matter would be appreciated. 


EDWIN T. LAYTON 
Rear Admiral, USN 
Deputy Director for Intelligence 
The Joint Staff 
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Remarks: Preparation of reply for DCI signature. 

Mr. Dulles read this and said it mas discussed 
at NSC meeting 12 May. In preparing the reply 
the fact that it mas discussed at NSC and the fact 
that Mr. Dulles agrees with Admiral Layton on the 
prime importance of the subject matter should be 
included. 
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